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Public Speaking – Fall 2015
Communication 1315 10B AP6
Online Campus

Instructor: Stacey Wagers
Email: via Blackboard
Cell: 423-737-2519
Virtual Office Hours: by appointment

!

!

Learning Outcomes:
At the end of this class, students will be able to research information for inclusion in their
speeches, utilize appropriate outlining, develop informative, persuasive, and special
occasion speeches, and employ appropriate delivery skills.

!

Required Text:
Rothwell, J.D. (2014). Practically Speaking. New York: Oxford University Press. ISBN
978-0-19-533766-2

!

Michalski, N.L., and Stanley, R.J.H., Editors. (2014). Public Speaking Workbook.
Southlake, TX: Fountainhead Press. ISBN 978-1-59871-766-2

!

Required Media:
You will need to be familiar with Blackboard. You will also be required to record,
compress, and upload video. You can utilize a program you are familiar with (Vimeo,
YouTube, etc.) as long as you can provide a URL for your submission. Students
commonly use video cameras, cell phones, and iPads to record speeches. You can use the
device that works well for you. However, you MUST be able to upload the video to a site
that will provide you a URL and post it to that particular assignment tab on Blackboard.

!

Contacting Mrs. Wagers:
Please utilize my email via Blackboard. This is our virtual classroom, so I will check
this often. (DO NOT contact me at my lamar.edu email. I do not respond to students
utilizing that email address.) You MUST be logged into Blackboard to send me an email
via Blackboard. If I do not respond within 24 hours, send me a text. ALWAYS include
your first and last name and the class that you are enrolled in—this class is AP6. If your
need is urgent or if you are working and need an answer immediately, please text me. I
will respond to text messages much quicker.

!
!
!
!
!

Guidelines for Online Speech Class:
You must be able to meet the following criteria in order to take COMM 1315 as an online
course:
• Students must be able to record presentations.
• Students must be able to record presentations with audience member requirements
of 5 adults.
• Students must obtain the required textbook and workbook.
• Students must be able to compress and upload videos to an internet site that
provides a URL.
• Students must have a basic knowledge of technology in order to: access the
Internet, record presentations, download/upload documents and other required
materials, upload videos, and regularly log onto Blackboard

!

If you are unable to meet these basic requirements, you will not be able to
successfully complete COMM 1315 online. Lack of materials or technical difficulties
will NOT serve as an excuse for missed or late assignments.

!

Blackboard:
As an online course, this class utilizes Blackboard to post the syllabus, Instructor’s
PowerPoint presentations, samples, assignments, exams, and various other items vital to
your success in this course. For assistance with log-in information, call (409) 880-2222.
In addition to the in-class overview, students who are not familiar with Blackboard
should watch the “Get Started With Blackboard” video at https://luonline.blackboard.com

!
Core Area Objectives:
!
•

•

•

•

Communication: students will apply the basic tenets of good public speaking
through the development and presentation of three individual speeches and a group
presentation; this will include clearly implementing the parts of a speech, the creation
of a clear message and appropriate delivery; visual communication skills will also be
demonstrated through the creation of—and appropriate use of—visual aids; written
communication skills will be demonstrated through the completion of the listener
report.
Teamwork: students will practice teamwork skills while working together to create a
group presentation. Students will also evaluate the success with which their
teammates enact these same skills.
Critical Thinking: students will also demonstrate an understanding of reasoning
through the creation of their motivated sequence speeches as they explain the
problem, determine its causes and select an appropriate solution. They will also
demonstrate an understanding of critical thinking through a segment of the exam that
deals with reasoning and tests of evidence.
Personal Responsibility: students will demonstrate an understanding of personal
responsibility through the development and presentation of a persuasive speech

!

detailing a choice and its consequences as well as through a portion of the exam
which assesses their knowledge of ethical issues including plagiarism and First
Amendment issues.

Course Requirements:
Introduction Speech (45 sec. — 1 minute)

1000 Points
50

No outline/audience

MAJOR SPEECHES: Outline/Audience Required
Specific directions for each speech can be found on Blackboard and general directions
can be found in your textbook. Please note that no speech will be graded without an
outline EXCEPT the Introduction Speech.
Informative (4-6 minutes)

100

Group Speech (time: tbd)

50

Group Speech Peer Evaluation

50

Persuasive Speech

(4-6 minutes)

100

Monroe’s Motivated Sequence Persuasion Speech (5-7) 150
WRITTEN WORK
Listening Report

100

Discussion Boards/other assignments*

100

Informative Speech Self- Evaluation 1

50

Persuasive Speech Self-Evaluation 2

50

EXAMS
Exam 1 – Chapters 1 – 9

100

Exam 2 – Chapters 10 - 16

100	


You must complete all major speeches and exams
to pass this class. Failure to attempt these
assignments will result in automatic failure of the
course, regardless of other assignments.

*Discussions and Other Assignments — 100 points Total

!
Chapter Discussion Questions:
!
16 Chapters worth 4.5 pts. each — 72 points
!
Other Assignments:
!
Informative Speech Development Worksheet — 10 points
!
Persuasive Speech Development Worksheet — 10 points
!
Academic Integrity Agreement — 4 points
!
Syllabus Agreement — 4 points
!
Final Grade Point Scale:

1000 – 900 points = A
899 – 800 points = B
799 – 700 points = C
699 – 600 points = D
599 – 0

points = F

Speech Outline Requirements:
Students are required to submit an outline a full-sentence preparation outline as
described by your text is for all major speeches. If you do not have an outline, your
speech will not be accepted.
1. Your outline should be typed, Times New Roman 12-point font. Be certain that your
name appears on your paper.
2. Your reference page should be in APA format, with at least the assigned minimum
sources required for each speech. At least two [2] of your sources should be academic
articles. References should be ORALLY stated within the text of your speech, cited
within the text of your outline, and listed on the Reference page in APA format. For
full credit while delivering your speech, YOU MUST ORALLY cite the author,
publication, and date.

3. DO NOT PLAGIARIZE. You cannot afford a grade of zero [0] and/or class failure
that automatically results from a plagiarized paper. Please refer to the Academic
Integrity Policy in the syllabus.
Speech Deductions:
•

-100%

No outline

•

-100%

If I cannot see your entire face during the entire presentation

•

-100%

If there is no audio or if the audio is impossible to hear/understand

•

-20%
presentation

If I cannot see all five adult (over 18) audience members during the

•

-10%

Each missing source

•

-5%

Unsteady camera

•

-5%

Every 30 seconds over or under assigned time limit

!
Late Work Policy: Students are specifically warned that absolutely no late written
assignments, exams, or presentations will be accepted. No exceptions will be made
to this policy.
Submission Policy: There will be specific assignment tabs for you to upload your
assignments. If your assignment is not submitted to the correct assignment tab, NO
CREDIT WILL BE GIVEN. Do NOT send your assignment in an email. It will not be
graded.
Exams: Exam 1 will be open the entire week it’s listed. It will open at 6am on Tuesday
and close at 11:59 pm on the Monday due date. Don’t wait until 11:00 pm on the last day
to take the exam. If you have technical difficulties, it will be a ZERO!

!

Speeches: Speeches are due on Mondays by 11:59 pm. in the assignment tab. No
speeches or outlines will be accepted via email. All speeches must have an outline
submitted AND a URL to locate your video by the deadline. If you do not submit an
outline, your speech video grade will be a ZERO. No exceptions. Do NOT wait until
11:00 pm to submit these assignments. If you have technical difficulties, you will receive
a ZERO.

!

Self-Critiques, Discussion Posts, and the Listening Report are due via Blackboard on
Mondays by 11:59 pm.

!
Weeks

Dates
2015

Week 1

Readings

Ch. 1, 2, 3, 4

Assignments
Due

- Syllabus Agreement
- Academic Integrity
- Post to Discussion

Comments

- no need to
set up a
video
account if
you
already
have one

Board

- Set up a YouTube/

!

Vimeo account

- Introduction Speech

!

Week 2

Week 3

!

(no audience/outline
required)

Ch. 5, 6, 7, 8,
9

- Post to Discussion

Ch. 10, 11

- Discussion Boards
- Exam 1

- 45 sec. to
1 minute

-

Board

- Listening Report

!
!
!

(Chapters 1 - 9)
- Informative Speech
Development Worksheet
Week 4

Week 5

!

Ch. 12, 13, 14

Ch. 15, 16

- Discussion Boards
- Informative Speech
- Informative Outline

!Self-Evaluation I
!
- Group Speech
- Group Outline

!

- Persuasive Speech
Development
Worksheet

pg. 15
workbook
/option #2

pg. 97
workbook
4-6 minutes

-

pg. 49
workbook
- 4 minutes
each/12
minutes
total
- pg. 101
workbook

Week 6

!

- Persuasive Speech
- Persuasive Speech
Outline

- Group Member Peer
Evaluation Form
Week 7

- Monroe’s Motivated
Sequence Outline

- Problem -

Solution
5-7
minutes
- pg. 39
workbook

-

5-7
minutes

- Monroe’s Motivated
Sequence Speech
Week 8

- Self-Evaluation 2
- Exam 2

!

pg. 52
workbook

(Chapters 10 - 16)

Academic Integrity:
Students are specifically warned against all forms of cheating and plagiarism. The Lamar
University Student Handbook states: Any student found guilty of dishonesty in any phase
of academic work will be subject to disciplinary action. Punishable offenses include, but
are not limited to, cheating on and examination or academic work which is to be
submitted, plagiarism, collusion, and the abuse of resource materials. (81)
One aspect of the Handbook’s definition of cheating is, “purchasing, or otherwise
acquiring and submitting as one’s own any research paper or other assignment” (82).
Students seeking guidance to avoid plagiarism should consult the course instructor, recent
handbooks, or the University Writing Center. Punishments for academic dishonesty range
from F in the course, to an F on the assignment, to re-submission of the work.
Punishments are at the discretion of the faculty member, and may be appealed to the
department chair, dean, and Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs. Flagrant or
repeat violations may warrant further discipline by the university including probation and
suspension. You may access the Lamar University Student Handbook online by going to
the myLamar page https://my.wip.lamar.edu and clicking on “Student Handbook.”
The Lamar University Communication Department has an Academic Integrity Policy in
place, which applies to staff, faculty, and student action and interaction. For this course,
you are required to read this academic Integrity Policy and sign the form indicating that
you agree to conduct all aspects of your academic work and life with integrity as
described in said policy. The policy is posted on Blackboard on the Syllabus and

Information page.
For this course, you may not submit work that you have done for other classes,
unless approved by the instructor in your previous course AND your current
instructor. Doing so without permission is a form of plagiarism and will result in a
zero on that assignment.
st
LU Writing Center: The Writing Center, located on the 1 floor of the library offers
individualized tutoring sessions to help students develop their writing skills. The Writing
Center aspires to more than just the short-term goal of improving a particular paper.
Indeed, they seek to improve the student writer’s composing skills so that he or she can
approach any writing assignment in a progressively more skilled and thus more confident
manner. Overall, the Writing Center’s goal is to provide authentic learning of the writing
process, not quick-fixes for papers.
Walk-ins are welcomed, but students are strongly encouraged to make appointments by
st
calling 880-8571, emailing UWC@lamar.edu, or dropping by the 1 floor of the library.
Visit http://dept.lamar.edu/writingcenter/ for more information.
Student Tutoring and Retention Services: STARS is located in COMM 109 and offers
a variety of support services for students. Call to check on the summer schedule. STARS
offers individual and small group tutoring for any undergraduate or post-baccalaureate
student. STARS makes every effort to find a tutor in any subject requested, and tutoring
is available by weekly appointment or during our walk- in hours. It is important to plan
ahead early in the semester for maximum benefit. The STARS Tutoring Center is located
on the first floor of the Mary and John Gray Library. To apply for free tutoring visit
http://dept.lamar.edu/stars/Tutoring/index.html or call the STARS office at (409)
880-7201.
STARS also offers Academic Enhancement Workshops that address relevant topics for
college students such as how to manage your time and how to avoid drama in your life.
Workshops are free and are 1 hour in length. Free popcorn is usually available for all
participants. Attend one, attend all, or anything in between to enhance your academic
experience. To learn more about the workshops visit http://dept.lamar.edu/stars/AEW/
index.html. These workshops are a good option for your Listening Report assignment,
which will be assigned during the semester.
Students with Disabilities: "Lamar University is committed to providing equitable
access to learning opportunities for all students. The Disability Resource Center (DRC) is
located in the Communications building room 105. Office staff collaborate with students
who have disabilities to provide and/or arrange reasonable accommodations.
For students:

·
If you have, or think you may have, a disability (e.g., mental health, attentional,
learning, chronic health, sensory, or physical), please contact the DRC at 409-880-8347
or drc@lamar.edu to arrange a confidential appointment with the Director of the DRC to
explore possible options regarding equitable access and reasonable accommodations.
·
If you are registered with DRC and have a current letter requesting reasonable
accommodations, we encourage you to contact your instructor early in the semester to
review how the accommodations will be applied in the course."
Emergency Procedures: Many types of emergencies can occur on campus; instructions
for severe weather or violence/active shooter, fire, or chemical release can be found at:
http://www.lamar.edu/about-lu/administration/risk-management/index.html. Following
are procedures for the first two:

!

Severe Weather:
• Follow the directions of the instructor or emergency personnel.
• Seek shelter in an interior room or hallway on the lowest floor, putting as many
walls as possible
• between you and the outside.
• If you are in a multi-story building, and you cannot get to the lowest floor, pick a
hallway in the
• center of the building.
• Stay in the center of the room, away from exterior walls, windows, and doors.

!

“In the event of an announced campus closure in excess of four days due to a hurricane or
other disaster, students are expected to login to Lamar University’s website’s homepage
(www.Lamar.edu) for instructions about continuing courses remotely.”

!
!
Violence/Active Shooter (CADD):
!
•

•
•

•

!

CALL - 8-3-1-1 from a campus phone (880-8311 from a cell phone). Note:
Calling 9-1-1 from either a campus phone or cell phone will contact Beaumont
City Police Dispatch rather than University Police.
AVOID- If possible, self-evacuate to a safe area outside the building. Follow
directions of police officers.
DENY- Barricade the door with desks, chairs, bookcases or any other items.
Move to a place inside the room where you are not visible. Turn off the lights and
remain quiet. Remain there until told by police it is safe.
DEFEND- Use chairs, desks, cell phones or whatever is immediately available to
distract and/or defend yourself and others from attack.

!

!

SYLLABUS AGREEMENT

I have received the COMM 1315 syllabus. I have read and agree to the policies set forth
in the syllabus. By enrolling as a student in COMM 1315 at Lamar University, I have
agreed to abide by all rules prohibiting academic dishonesty (including plagiarism) and
understand it is my responsibility to successfully use technology to succeed in the course.

!

My signature below also affirms that I agree to and will abide by the course policies set
forth in this syllabus.

!

Name:
Date:
Signature:

