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SYLLABUS
The Lamar University, a member of The Texas State University System, is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools to award Associate, Baccalaureate, Masters, and Doctorate degrees (more details at  http://www.lamar.edu).
Semester


Fall 2017
College


Arts and Sciences
Department


Political Science

Course Number

POLS 2301
Course Title


Introduction to American Government I

Instructor


Brian D. Williams, Ph. D.




Department of Political Science
Instructor Information
Office Location: SBS 201-K
E-mail: bwilliams9@lamar.edu 
Office Phone: 880-8110
Office Hours: TWR 10:30am-11:20am or by appointment.                     
                                                               
Class Information

Class Location: SBS109




Class Time:  12:40am – 2:05pm 
Section: 09
Course Description:  POLS 2301 studies the national and Texas constitutions; federalism, political socialization and participation; public opinion and interest groups; parties, voting and elections.

Student Learning Outcomes (Course Objectives):  Upon completion of the course the student will have a working knowledge of the U.S. and Texas constitutions, federalism, political socialization and participation, public opinion and interest groups, parties, voting and elections.  Specifically, students will be able to identify the powers assigned to Congress, the Presidency and the Courts based on the separation of powers specified in the United States Constitution, be able to differentiate between the powers and functions of the United States Constitution and the Texas State Constitution and be able to demonstrate knowledge of the basic elements of the U.S. system of campaigns and elections.

The goal of this knowledge is effective participation as a citizen of one’s state and nation.  This is the intent of the Texas Legislature (not merely the Coordinating Board) in mandating US and Texas government and American history be included in the core curriculum.

Course Prerequisites:  Sophomore standing; basic skills competency in reading and writing at the college level.
Required Textbooks and Materials:  Text #1 of 2: The U.S.
American Government

SENIOR CONTRIBUTING AUTHOR
GLEN KRUTZ, UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA, 2016, OpenStax
Available in digital format at no charge on line from:

OpenStax

Rice University

6100 Main Street MS-375

Houston, Texas 77005

To learn more about OpenStax, visit https://openstax.org.

Individual print copies and bulk orders can be purchased through our website.

©2017 Rice University. Textbook content produced by OpenStax is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (CC BY 4.0). Under this license, any user of this textbook or the textbook contents herein must provide proper attribution as follows:

- If you redistribute this textbook in a digital format (including but not limited to PDF and HTML), then you must retain on every page the following attribution:

“Download for free at https://openstax.org/details/books/american-government.”

- If you redistribute this textbook in a print format, then you must include on every physical page the

following attribution:

“Download for free at https://openstax.org/details/books/american-government.”

- If you redistribute part of this textbook, then you must retain in every digital format page view (including but not limited to PDF and HTML) and on every physical printed page the following attribution:

“Download for free at https://openstax.org/details/books/american-government.”

- If you use this textbook as a bibliographic reference, please include

https://openstax.org/details/books/american-government in your citation.

For questions regarding this licensing, please contact support@openstax.org.

Trademarks

The OpenStax name, OpenStax logo, OpenStax book covers, OpenStax CNX name, OpenStax CNX logo,

OpenStax Tutor name, Openstax Tutor logo, Connexions name, Connexions logo, Rice University name, and Rice University logo are not subject to the license and may not be reproduced without the prior and express written consent of Rice University.
PRINT BOOK ISBN-10 1-938168-17-8

PRINT BOOK ISBN-13 978-1-938168-17-8

PDF VERSION ISBN-10 1-947172-19-0

PDF VERSION ISBN-13 978-1-947172-19-7

ENHANCED TEXTBOOK ISBN-10 1-938168-05-4

ENHANCED TEXTBOOK ISBN-13 978-1-938168-05-5

Revision Number AG-2016-002(03/17)-BW

Original Publication Year 2016
Text #2 of 2: Texas
The Texas Constitution: 
The People, History, and Government of the Lone Star State 
Terri B. Davis and James P. Nelson 
Copyright 2017. Do not use without author’s permission. Digital publishing forthcoming, August 2017.

The link will be made available on the first class day of the semester.

Also:
Students are also strongly encouraged to keep up with current political events through objective internet sites or newspaper reading.  Please note that information provided on the Wikipedia website is open to submission by any and all readers and is not considered to be an objective and accurate source of information.    

Attendance Policy:   Regular participation is recommended for all students.  Some students receiving assistance will have participation reported to Student Financial Aid which, depending on your final grade, may be a factor in loss or retention of your financial aid in future semesters.  Athletics and the Texas Academy of Leadership in the Humanities also ask for both attendance and grade data for their students.  Blackboard records your access but I don’t require any minimum attendance on the site.  There will be exams requiring your participation spread over a fixed period of time.  Try not to fall behind in your reading and preparation.
Grading Scale:      
Final grades will be calculated applying the following scale: A=90-100; B=80-89%; C=70-79%; D=60-69%; and F=59% and below.
Grading and Evaluation:  

You will have 4 exams each counted as 20% of your grade each or 80% in all. In addition, there will be a written assignment which will count for the remaining 20% of your grade.  There is no other extra credit available.  Please note that failing to complete the written exercise (also in a timely fashion) can cost you a letter grade..  
The Department of Political Science and the College of Arts and Sciences do not give out grades over the telephone or by e-mail.  For a report of your course grade, please refer to your transcript on the web.  I will be posting your course grades to the Banner Student Information System (click on the LUConnect tab on www.lamar.edu) as soon as I am able after your last exam.  Note:  Banner may require a day or two after your exam to “roll” these grades into your individual online transcripts.  For individual TEST grades consult My Grades on the BlackBoard class site. Your paper grade will return to you using the email in which it was submitted.
Examinations:  (80% of your total course grade)

     Examinations consist of fifty multiple choice questions.  Fifty minutes will be allowed for each exam.  The examinations cover only the material in the respective course section and are not comprehensive in nature (although some material may overlap sections).
Written Assignment: 20% of total course grade 
     Students are required to submit a written assignment during the course of the semester.  The expected content of the assignment is set forth below.

The Written Assignment will be used to access the Critical Thinking and Communication Skills Learning Outcome requirements of THECB:  

Write a three-to-five page essay containing:

1.  A brief description of the three subject areas studied this semester that you found most interesting and/or informative (citations and specific academic information gained from the course MUST be provided).
2.  Identify, discuss and describe a specific contemporary political problem from one of the three subject areas you identified (above).

3.  Construct and communicate a solution to the problem you identified (above).  Make sure to develop and express your solution in the form of an argument that is supported by well-documented and properly cited fact and data.

     Correct grammar, capitalization, punctuation, complete sentences, and CITATION of your sources (textbook readings with page numbers and textbook citation; lectures or video instruction; and outside research sources excepting Wiki sources) must be included.  Failure to submit your essay by the deadline will result in a grade of zero for the written assignment.  

     Your written assignments should be typed and double spaced with 12-point font and one-inch margins top, bottom, and side.  Political Science as a field has adopted the APSA Manual of Style; however, you are free to use the citation style adopted by your major department or the style used in your English composition courses (MLA or other style).  Regardless of citation style, all sources must be properly, thoroughly, and consistently cited.  Careful attention to grammar, spelling, and the mechanics of presentation is expected.  Wikipedia is not a reliable source of information and must not be cited. Written assignments will be uploaded through Blackboard and processed through safeassign for plagerism and grammar/spelling.
     Please note that no written assignments will be accepted after the deadline.  Carefully read the Course Management Policies, “Academic Honesty Statement” for additional guidelines for your written assignments.  Any cut and paste, plagiarized, or Wiki cited posts will result in an automatic grade of zero for the overall assignment and possible expulsion from the course and Lamar University.  

General Education/Core Curriculum Student Learning Outcomes (THECB):  
The following learning outcomes of core curriculum courses are required by the State of Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board:

· Critical Thinking
· Communication Skills
· Personal Responsibility

· Social Responsibility

          The THECB learning outcomes for POLS 2301 will be assessed by the following criteria:

Critical Thinking and Communication Skills:  Effective critical thinking and written and verbal communication skills are essential to successful completion of the course.  In addition to participation in classroom discussions and presentations, critical thinking and communication will be assessed based on one writing assignment per semester that will be evaluated and graded by your instructor based on the approved THECB assessment rubric.  Critical Thinking:  Students will be able to analyze a political problem and synthesize a solution to the problem.  The outcome will be assessed on the writing assignment.  Communication Skills: Students will be able to effectively develop and express an argument supported by fact regarding a political problem or question.  The outcome will be assessed on the writing assignment.
Personal Responsibility and Social Responsibility:  The classroom is a learning environment, and all students are expected to observe basic rules of courtesy, personal discipline, and responsibility.  Personal responsibility and social responsibility will be informally assessed by class attendance; timely arrival to class; non-use of cell phones, i-pods, ear buds, etc.; not using computers inappropriately in class (engaging in social networking, surfing the net, etc.); not eating, sleeping, texting, listening to music, carry on private conversations with others or otherwise disrupt the learning environment of the classroom; reading all assigned materials prior to class; and completing the Course Evaluation at the conclusion of the semester.  Personal responsibility and social responsibility will be formally accessed based on multiple choice questions embedded in your examinations.  Personal Responsibility:  Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of how to register to vote and the expectations of citizenship in the United States. This outcome will be assessed on the exams throughout the semester.  Social Responsibility: Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of political parties and interest group role in the political process and how an individual can effectively engage in these groups to achieve political outcomes. This outcome will be assessed on the exams throughout the semester. 

· New Core Component Areas

· 7 Social & Behavioral Science (SOC & BS)

Course Management Policies:
1.  Disability Accommodation – Americans with Disabilities Act 
Lamar University is committed to providing equitable access to learning opportunities for all students. The Disability Resource Center (DRC) is located in the Communications Building, Room 105.  Office staff collaborates with students who have disabilities to provide and/or arrange reasonable accommodations. 

For students:   If you have, or think you may have, a disability (e.g., mental health, attentional, learning, chronic health, sensory, or physical), please contact the DRC at 409-880-8347 or drc@lamar.edu to arrange a confidential appointment with the Director of the DRC to explore possible options regarding equitable access and reasonable accommodations.  If you are registered with DRC and have a current letter requesting reasonable accommodations, we encourage you to contact your instructor early in the semester to review how the accommodations will be applied in the course.
2.  Academic Honesty Statement 
     Students are specifically warned against all forms of cheating and plagiarism.  The Lamar University Student Handbook states:  Any student found guilty of dishonesty in any phase of academic work will be subject to disciplinary action. Punishable offences include, but are not limited to, cheating on an examination or academic work which is to be submitted, plagiarism, collusion, and the abuse of resource materials.  One aspect of the handbook’s definition of cheating is, “purchasing, or otherwise acquiring and submitting as one’s own work any research paper or other writing assignment prepared by an individual or firm”. Plagiarism is defined as, “the appropriation and the unacknowledged incorporation of another’s work or ideas into one’s own offered for credit”. Students seeking to avoid plagiarism should consult with the course instructor or recent handbooks such as the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. Faculty members in the College of Arts and Sciences investigate all cases of suspected plagiarism. Any student found guilty of academic dishonesty may fail the assignment or the course.
3.  Course Evaluation 
     Instruction as well as student performance is subject to evaluation.  Procedures may be instituted for this purpose near the end of this course.

4.  LUConnect Portal 
     Students are asked to obtain a Lamar Electronic Account username and password so they can log into the Lamar website and Blackboard. Students may get information on the University’s homepage (http://www.lamar.edu) by clicking on the LUConnect link on the left top corner of the screen. Follow the steps to secure your username and password.  Your BlackBoard resources for this course (and your other courses this semester) are available on the LUConnect Portal.
5.  Sexual Harassment 
     In accordance with administrative policy, sexual harassment is reprehensible and will not be tolerated by the university. Behavior in the course must conform to the university policy.
6.  Campus Closure 
     In the event of an announced campus closure in excess of four days due to a hurricane or other disaster, students are expected to login to Lamar University's website's homepage (www.Lamar.edu) for instructions about continuing courses remotely.  
7.  Emergency Preparedness 
     Instructions for specific emergencies, such as severe weather, chemical release, active shooter, or fire can be found at: http://www.lamar.edu/about-lu/administration/risk-management/index.html 
These don’t pertain to cyberspace obviously but remember them in your other classes:
                   Here are some simple things you should do in the event an emergency occurs during our class:

                       1. Always follow the directions of the instructor or emergency personnel.
                       2.  If told to evacuate, do so immediately.

                       3.  If told to shelter-in-place, find a room, in the center of the building with few windows, 
                            on the lowest level of the building.
                       4.  If told to lockdown, lock and barricade the door if possible. Turn off the lights and wait 
                            for police to arrive. 

     In case of severe weather:
                        1.  Follow the directions of the instructor or emergency personnel. 
                        2.  Seek shelter in an interior room or hallway on the lowest floor, putting as many walls as 
                             possible between you and the outside. 
                        3.  If you are in a multi-story building, and you cannot get to the lowest floor, pick a 
                            hallway in the center of the building. 
                       4.  Stay in the center of the room, away from exterior walls, windows, and doors. 

In case of violence or an active shooter (CADD): 

1.  CALL - 8-3-1-1 from a campus phone (880-8311 from a cell phone). Note: Calling 911from either a campus phone or cell phone will contact Beaumont City Police Dispatch rather than University Police. 

2.  AVOID- If possible, self-evacuate to a safe area outside the building. Follow directions of police officers. 

3. DENY- Barricade the door with desks, chairs, bookcases or any other items. Move to a place inside the room where you are not visible. Turn off the lights and remain quiet. Remain there until told by police it is safe. 

4.  DEFEND - Use chairs, desks, cell phones or whatever is immediately available to distract and/or defend yourself and others from attack. 

8.  Cell Phone and Electronic Devices
     Use common sense. Mute cell phones and take your critical calls outside the classroom.  Laptops and tablets are permitted for class purposes.  Surfing the web, shopping or networking can wait.  Please don’t become a distraction for the time we spend together.
Privacy Notice:  
Federal privacy laws (FERPA) apply to universities and colleges.  University employees, including instructors, cannot discuss student information with third parties including parents and legal guardians of students.  Anyone requesting information about a student should be referred to the Registrar. Instructors will be officially notified in writing by the Registrar’s Office about the specific information to be released and the persons authorized to receive the information. 
Important University Dates:  
August 28 

First class day 

September 4 

Labor Day Holiday – No classes 

September 13 

Last day for full refund on dropped (not withdrawn) courses 

September 25 

Final non-payment purge 

September 29

Last day to drop without academic penalty 
November 3 

Last day to drop with academic penalty 

November 23-24 
Thanksgiving Holiday (No Classes) 

December 5 
 
Last Class Day 

December 6-12 
Final Examinations
Course Schedule

August 29: 
Introduction and course overview 

August 31: 
US Chapter 1: 


American Political Culture 

September 5: 
US Chapter 1: 


American Political Culture
September 7: 
US Chapter 5: 


Race and Ethnicity
September 12: 
US Chapter 5: 


Women’s Suffrage
September 14: 
TX Chapters 1 & 2: 

Texas Political Culture
September 19: 
TX Chapters 1 & 2: 

Texas Political Culture
September 21:
Exam I

September 26: 
US Chapter 2:
  

Articles of Confederation
September 28: 
US Chapter 2 & App C:

Constitutional Convention
October 3: 
US Chapter 2 & App B:

Constitution
October 5: 
TX Chapter 3: 


Texas Constitution
October 10: 
US Chapter 3: 


Federalism
October 12: 
US Chapter 3: 


Federalism
October 17: 
TX Chapter 4: 


State Politics
October 19: 
Exam II
October 24: 
US Chapter 6: 


Public Opinion
October 26: 
US Chapter 6: 


Public Opinion
October 31: 
US Chapter 7 TX Chapter 5: 
Political Participation
November 2: 
US Chapter 7 TX Chapter 5: 
Voting and Elections
November 7: 
US Chapter 7 TX Chapter 5: 
Voting and Elections
November 9: 
Exam III
November 14: 
US Chapter 8: 


The Media
November 16: 
US Chapter 9 TX Chapter 5: 
Political Parties
November 21: 
Written Assignment Due @ 11:59pm
November 23: 
Thanksgiving Holiday – No Class

November 28: 
US Chapter 10 TX Chapter 5:
Interest Groups
November 30: 
Exam IV

December 5:
Last Class Day - Review for Comprehensive Final Exam

December 12: 
Comprehensive Final Exam – 11:00am – 1:30 pm.
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