ELEN4200: EE Seminar
online
ELEN 4200 Electrical Engineering Seminar
Credits: 2
Instructor: Dr. Myler
Instructor contact information: Office — Cherry 2006
Phone — 409.880.8747
email — h.myler@lamar.edu
Office hours: by appointment
Course subject outline:
This is a seminar course for Electrical Engineering (EE) students in their final
year. The seminars presented are intended to prepare the student for a career in
EE by emphasizing professionalism and ethical practice.
Make-up policy: Assignments in this course are time-sensitive and automatic due date
timing is enforced.
Course requirements:
Students must have senior standing and have passed Electronics II, Signals &
Systems, Electromagnetics and Fundamentals of Power.
Each student must have a Lamar computer account to access the software used
to complete assignments as well as the LU Blackboard system.
Minimum technical skills required to successfully complete course:
Access and use the LU Blackboard system.
Access, view and download Adobe PDF files.
Read, edit, and save Microsoft Office files.
Convert various file formats to PDF.
Copy and paste text and other items in computer documents.
Save and retrieve documents and files on your computer.
Be able to install and use a WebCam.

Course materials required to successfully complete course:
You must have access to a laptop computer and a webcam in order to
take any ProctorU exams.
All materials needed for the course will be supplied online at the course
website. All materials on the website are required, there are no optional
materials.
Methods to determine semester grade:
Technical Paper – 60% (graded by LUEE faculty)
Quizzes/Assignments – 40%
Letter Grade Equivalents: A ≥ 90% B ≥ 80% C ≥ 70% D ≥ 60% F < 60%
Textbook: There is no required text for the course.
Assessment response times:
Quizzes are graded instantly, but quiz results are not made available until the
time limit for taking the quiz is over. At that time, students will see answers to the
quiz questions along with response feedback.
Technical Support:
Tech support is available at https://help.blackboard.com and for phone help call
409.880.2222 or email servicedesk@lamar.edu.
Academic Support:
Academic support is available to assist you in achieving success in this course
and is available at http://students.lamar.edu/academic-support/index.html
General student support is available at http://students.lamar.edu
Interaction:
Students are expected to interact with each other, with the instructor and with the
course content. At course start, students must access LUFF and introduce
themselves and then use LUFF for interaction with other LUEE students.
Students may interact with the instructor via email or
in person (see contact information above). Please do not wait if you have issues
that need resolved before you make contact. Lastly, there are numerable
opportunities in the course that students may use to interact with course content.
These include document links, software materials and interactive activities.

Catalog Description:
A study of the literature of electrical and related engineering fields, the electrical
engineering profession, the interface between technology and society, and new
areas of electrical engineering involvement. Professional development, ethics
and standards.
Specific Goals for the course:
Learning Objectives
On completion of ELEN 4200, students will have:
!

knowledge of engineering problem solving approaches, ability to recognize
disruptive technology and develop strategies to deal with it. (ABET Criterion
3(e))

!

an understanding of professional and ethical responsibility. (ABET Criterion
3(f))

!

an ability to communicate effectively through written and oral presentation.
(ABET Criterion 3(g))

!

an understanding of the impact of engineering solutions in a global, economic,
environmental, and societal context. (ABET Criterion 3(h))

!

a recognition of the need for, and an ability to engage in life-long learning and
electrical engineering professionalism. (ABET Criterion 3(i))

!

a knowledge of contemporary issues through the development and critique of
technical research papers and presentations. (ABET Criterion 3(j))

Measurable Outcomes
Upon completion of ELEN 4200, students will be able to:
Research and Write an electrical engineering technical paper according to
a predetermined format and consistent with engineering writing standards.
Identify disruptive technology and list at least three remediation strategies
used to contain it.
Characterize contemporary issues in electrical engineering and how they
relate to career progression.
Explain the need for life-long-learning (L3) and how it will impact the
successful career of an electrical engineer.

Explain the current state of global engineering—what it means, what it
does and how it may impact the successful career of an electrical engineer.
Characterize the reasons for engineering standards and list at least three
electrical engineering standards organizations.
Identify the basic tenets of ethical engineering practice.
Explain how professional engineering status is achieved in the state of
Texas and what professional registration allows an engineer to do.
Course Etiquette:
This is an online course and as such, course etiquette is somewhat different than
that of on campus lecture courses. Please attend to and practice the following
guidelines:
Disembodied Discussions
A key distinguishing feature of online courses is that communication
occurs solely via the written word. Because of this, the body language,
voice tone, and instantaneous listener feedback of the traditional
classroom are all absent. These facts need to be taken into account both
when contributing messages to a discussion and when reading them.
Keep in mind the following points:
Tone Down Your Language
Given the absence of face-to-face clues, written text can easily be
misinterpreted. Avoid the use of strong or offensive language and
the excessive use of exclamation points. If you feel particularly
strongly about a point, it may be best to write it first as a draft and
then to review it, before posting our statement.
In general, avoid humor and sarcasm. These frequently depend
either on facial or tone of voice cues absent in text communication
or on familiarity with the reader.
If someone states something you find offensive, mention it directly
to the instructor. Remember the person may be new to online
learning. What you find offensive may be an unintended and can be
corrected by the instructor.

Test For Clarity
Messages may often appear perfectly clear to you as the writer but
turn out to be confusing by another reader. One way to test for
clarity is to read your message aloud to see if it flows smoothly.
Be concise when possible when contributing to a discussion. If you
have several points you want to make, it may be a good idea to
post them individually in more focused messages rather than a
single, all-encompassing message.
Think carefully about the content of your message before
contributing to the discussion. Once sent to the group, there is no
taking it back. Although grammar and spelling may not be graded,
they do reflect on you, and your audience might not be able to
decode misspelled words or poorly constructed sentences.
Acronyms and Emoticons are popular to use. Remember that
online courses require professional writing. Be discerning with your
use of “texting” writing.
Citations and Other Etiquette Sources
Many of the points made here were taken from The Core Rules of
Netiquette excerpted from the book Netiquette, by Virginia Shea.
Further information was taken from Arlene H. Rinaldi’s The Net: User
Guidelines and Netiquette .
Academic Dishonesty Policy:
Academic dishonesty, including cheating, collusion, and plagiarism as defined in
the Student Handbook, is a serious academic offense. Students guilty of such
misbehavior in ELEN 3431 will receive a failing grade on the exam or assignment
with no possibility for make-up. If the offense is flagrant, the student may receive
an “F” in the course. The student’s name and documented offense will be forward
to the proper university officials.
Accommodations for Disabilities:
Lamar University is committed to providing equitable access to learning
opportunities for all students. The Disability Resource Center (DRC) is located in
the Communications building room 105. Office staff will collaborate with students
who have disabilities to provide and/or arrange reasonable accommodations.

For students:
• If you have, or think you may have, a disability (e.g., mental health,
attentional, learning, chronic health, sensory, or physical), please
contact the DRC at 409-880-8347 or drc@lamar.edu to arrange a
confidential appointment with the Director of the DRC to explore
possible options regarding equitable access and reasonable
accommodations.
• If you are registered with DRC and have a current letter requesting
reasonable accommodations, we encourage you to contact your
instructor early in the semester to review how the accommodations
will be applied in the course.
Any student requiring accommodation based on the impact of a disability may
contact Dr. Myler privately to discuss specific needs in addition to contacting the
Lamar University Disability Resource Center (DRC) as noted above.
Safety & Emergency Procedures:
The department of Risk Management at Lamar University has formulated
procedures for various emergencies including fire evacuation, building evacuation,
chemical release emergency, severe weather evacuation and handling
suspicious letters/packages. When on campus call Ext. 8311 for all emergencies.
Emergency Procedures
Many types of emergencies can occur on campus; instructions for severe
weather or violence/active shooter, fire, or chemical release can be found at:
http://www.lamar.edu/about-lu/administration/risk-management/index.html
Following are procedures for the first two:
Severe Weather:
•
•
•
•

Follow the directions of the instructor or emergency personnel.
Seek shelter in an interior room or hallway on the lowest floor,
putting as many walls as possible between you and the outside.
If you are in a multi-story building, and you cannot get to the lowest
floor, pick a hallway in the center of the building.
Stay in the center of the room, away from exterior walls, windows,
and doors.

Violence/Active Shooter (CADD):
•

•
•

•

CALL—8-3-1-1 from a campus phone (880-8311 from a cell phone).
Note: Calling 9-1-1 from either a campus phone or cell phone will
contact Beaumont City Police Dispatch rather than University Police.
AVOID—If possible, self-evacuate to a safe area outside the
building. Follow directions of police officers.
DENY—Barricade the door with desks, chairs, bookcases or any
other items. Move to a place inside the room where you are not
visible. Turn off the lights and remain quiet. Remain there until told
by police it is safe.
DEFEND—Use chairs, desks, cell phones or whatever is
immediately available to distract and/or defend yourself and others
from attack.

Course Structure:
ELEN4200 is taught as a modular course. As such, some modules are
independent of others and may be taken in any order. The online course
management system will keep you apprised of the due dates of module
completion.

Academic Dishonesty Policy:
Academic dishonesty, including cheating, collusion, and plagiarism as defined in
the Student Handbook, is a serious academic offense. Students guilty of such
misbehavior in ELEN 4200 will receive a failing grade on the exam or assignment
with no possibility for make-up. If the offense is flagrant, the student may receive
an “F” in the course. The student’s name and documented offense will be forward
to the proper university officials.
Accommodations for Disabilities:
Any student requiring accommodation based on the impact of a disability should
contact Dr. Myler (see contact information above) privately to discuss specific
needs and also contact the Lamar University Office for Students with Disabilities
here:
Communication Building, Rm.105
P.O. Box 10087
Beaumont, TX 77710
409-880-8347 V
409-880-2225 F
http://dept.lamar.edu/sfswd/
SFSWD@lamar.edu
Video lectures are close-captioned.
Safety & Emergency Procedures:
The department of Risk Management at Lamar University has formulated
procedures for various emergencies including fire evacuation, building evacuation,
chemical release emergency, severe weather evacuation and handling
suspicious letters/packages. When on campus call Ext. 8311 for all emergencies.
Emergency Procedures
Many types of emergencies can occur on campus; instructions for severe
weather or violence/active shooter, fire, or chemical release can be found at:
http://www.lamar.edu/about-lu/administration/risk-management/index.html
Following are procedures for the first two:
Severe Weather:
•

Follow the directions of the instructor or emergency personnel.

•
•
•

Seek shelter in an interior room or hallway on the lowest floor,
putting as many walls as possible between you and the outside.
If you are in a multi-story building, and you cannot get to the lowest
floor, pick a hallway in the center of the building.
Stay in the center of the room, away from exterior walls, windows,
and doors.

Violence/Active Shooter (CADD):
•

•
•

•

CALL—8-3-1-1 from a campus phone (880-8311 from a cell phone).
Note: Calling 9-1-1 from either a campus phone or cell phone will
contact Beaumont City Police Dispatch rather than University Police.
AVOID—If possible, self-evacuate to a safe area outside the
building. Follow directions of police officers.
DENY—Barricade the door with desks, chairs, bookcases or any
other items. Move to a place inside the room where you are not
visible. Turn off the lights and remain quiet. Remain there until told
by police it is safe.
DEFEND—Use chairs, desks, cell phones or whatever is
immediately available to distract and/or defend yourself and others
from attack.

Academic Continuity:
In the event of an announced campus closure in excess of four days due to a hurricane
or other disaster, students are expected to login to Lamar University’s website’s
homepage (www.Lamar.edu) for instructions about continuing courses remotely.

