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Lamar University                                                                                                            Department of Deaf Studies and Deaf Education                                                                        Fall 2017
[bookmark: _GoBack]DSDE 5311-01 ASL V: Linguistics				         	
Class Time:  Communication Building					                                      Instructor: Dr. Mary Anne Gentry                                                                                                         Office: Communication Building Room 107						                  Email: mary.gentry@lamar.edu					         		             	           Telephone: Office 409-880-2118 VP: 409-681-4815                                                                           
Course Description:
The major structural features of American Sign Language (e.g., phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics) are discussed and analyzed. Topics discussed range from the history of ASL in the American ASL community, the definitions of language and linguistics, the design features of language, ASL curriculum, ASL assessment to the limitations of Manually Coded English (MCE). How to incorporate ASL linguistics in the classroom for native ASL students is discussed and applied.

Course Expectations: Upon successful completion of course, the student will:

1. Discuss the history of ASL related to native ASL students.				     
2. Define language and linguistics.
3. Identify and describe the major structural features of ASL: phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics.	
4. Discuss ASL curriculum and ASL assessment for native ASL students and demonstrate the understanding of how to use them with native ASL students appropriately.
5. Describe the limitations of Manually Coded English.
6. Describe how to apply the knowledge of the major structural features of ASL in the 	classroom of native ASL students.
7. Demonstrate appropriate and correct use of ASL including word production, 	grammar, non-manual signals, and fingerspelling.
8. Demonstrate fluency and clarity of scholarly thought.
9. Reflect and discuss the current state of research related to ASL linguistics.


DSDE Master Program Objectives:
The objectives of the program are designed to support the mission; thereby upon completion of the program students will:
1) Recognize the influence of cognition, linguistic, and affective development on the education of deaf students.
2) Discuss, evaluate, and apply philosophies underlying various instructional methodologies in order to develop programs for deaf students’ individual needs.
3) Assess individual students’ cognitive and behavioral styles and functioning, analyze Individual Educational Plans, and evaluate student outcomes based on formal and informal assessment data.
4) Adapt and apply the significant contributions of regular education, bilingual education, multicultural education, special education, linguistics, Deaf studies, psychology, speech pathology, audiology, and related fields to the education of deaf students.
5) Describe the dynamics of Deaf people outside of and within the Deaf community and Deaf culture, their interaction with the majority culture and the influence of these dynamics on Deaf Education.
6) Use ASL and written English strategies appropriate to the needs of Deaf students.
7) Identify anatomical and physiological characteristics as they relate to the sensori-motor and auditory systems.
8) Interpret the professional literature and apply the information to the classroom.
9) Teach deaf students with diverse abilities in a variety of educational settings
REQUIRED TEXT:
Valli, C., Lucas, C., Mulrooney, K. J., & Villanueva, M. (2011). Linguistics of American SignLanguage: An introduction (5th ed.). Washington, DC: Gallaudet University Press.

Course Policies:
1. Class attendance.  Classes will consist of 6 Saturday (weekend) face-to-face classes/discussions with web-based support. Attendance is mandatory.  The first absence will result in the student’s grade being dropped by one letter. That is the student will not be able to earn a grade higher than a B.  Any additional absences will result in failure of the class. 
2. Communication:  The instructor will use American Sign Language, without vocal support, for this class.  Students are asked to follow the same protocol.  This will ensure that all students have equal access to course content and all conversation.  Please see instructors immediately if you are unable to receive content instruction via ASL.  A high level of academic ASL is required of all students.
3. Late Assignments: Are generally not accepted. Students should discuss specific needs with the instructor.  All due dates for assignments can be found on Blackboard.
4. Submission of Assignments:  Students are expected to upload all assignments through the Blackboard assignment area.  Assignments submitted in other methods (email, hard copies, etc.) are generally not accepted.  
5. Cell Phones, Pagers, & Laptops:  Cell phones and pagers are not to be used during class activities.  Laptops are only allowed during specific sessions. 
6. Disability / Academic Honesty Statement: Lamar University is committed to providing equitable access to learning opportunities for all students. The Disability Resource Center (DRC) is located in the Communications building room 105.  Office staff collaborate with students who have disabilities to provide and/or arrange reasonable accommodations. This course complies with university policies on disabilities, accommodations and academic honesty as printed in the Student Handbook.  If you have, or think you may have, a disability (e.g., mental health, attentional, learning, chronic health, sensory, or physical), please contact t DRC at 409-880-8347 or drc@lamar.edu to arrange a confidential appointment with the Director of the DRC to explore possible options regarding equitable access and reasonable accommodations.
7. Academic Honesty Statement This course complies with university policies on disabilities, accommodations and academic honesty as printed in the Student Handbook : “Any student found guilty of dishonesty in any phase of academic work will be subject to disciplinary action. Punishable offenses include, but are not limited to, cheating on an examination or academic work which is to be submitted, plagiarism, collusion, and the abuse of resource materials.” (p. 82). One aspect of the Handbook’s definition of cheating is, “purchasing, or otherwise acquiring and submitting as one’s own any research paper or other assignment.” (p. 82). Students seeking guidance to avoid plagiarism should consult the course instructor, recent handbooks, or the University Writing Center. Punishment for academic dishonesty range from F in the course, to resubmission of the work. Punishments are also at the discretion of the faculty member, and may be appealed to the department chair, dean, and Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs. Flagrant or repeat violations may warrant further discipline by the university including probation and suspension.
8. Campus emergency procedures.  Students should refer to the emergency procedures for events such as severe weather, violence, active shooter, fire or chemical release at: http://www.lamar.edu/about-lu/administration/risk-management/index.html.  
Following are procedures for the first two:
.  	Severe Weather:									    Follow the directions of the instructor or emergency personnel. Seek shelter in an interior room or hallway on the lowest floor, putting as many walls as possible between you and the outside. If you are in a multi-story building, and you cannot get to the lowest floor, pick a hallway in the center of the building. Stay in the center of the room, away from exterior walls, windows, and doors.
Violence/Active Shooter (CADD):
CALL 8-3-1-1 from a campus phone (880-8311 from a cell phone).  Note:  Calling 9-1-1 from either a campus phone or cell phone will contact Beaumont City Police Dispatch rather than University Police.
AVOID- If possible, self-evacuate to a safe area outside the building.  Follow directions of police officers.
DENY- Barricade the door with desks, chairs, bookcases or any other items.  Move to a place inside the room where you are not visible.  Turn off the lights and remain quiet.  Remain there until told by police it is safe. 
DEFEND- Use chairs, desks, cell phones or whatever is immediately available to distract and/or defend yourself and others from attack.
Campus Closure (academic continuity). In the event of campus closure and evacuation due to a hurricane or other disaster, this course will continue in an online format until campus reopens. After four days of closure (for evacuation and relocation), please login to course on Blackboard for class instructions. Lamar will communicate through Blackboard, your official Lamar email address, and the university webpage (www.Lamar.edu). These efforts will allow you to complete the course and semester on time.  

Violence/Active Shooter (CADD):									CALL 8-3-1-1 from a campus phone (880-8311 from a cell phone).  Note:  Calling 9-1-1 	from either a campus phone or cell phone will contact Beaumont City Police Dispatch	rather than University Police.									AVOID- If possible, self-evacuate to a safe area outside the building.  Follow directions 	of police officers.                                                                                                               	DENY- Barricade the door with desks, chairs, bookcases or any other items.  Move to a 	place inside the room where you are not visible.  Turn off the lights and remain quiet.  	Remain there until told by police it is safe.                                                                  	DEFEND- Use chairs, desks, cell phones or whatever is immediately available to distract 	and/or defend yourself and others from attack
Campus Closure (academic continuity). In the event of campus closure and evacuation due to a hurricane or other disaster, this course will continue in an online format until campus reopens. After four days of closure (for evacuation and relocation), please login to course on Blackboard for class instructions. Lamar will communicate through Blackboard, your official Lamar email address, and the university webpage (www.Lamar.edu). These efforts will allow you to complete the course and semester on time. 
Methods of Evaluation and Grading Procedures:
· Class Discussion and Activities: 50 points 
Students are expected to actively participate during class sessions.  Discussions and activities take place in a variety of formats, including small and large groups, in class sessions. 
· Round Table Discussion. 50 points	At the beginning of each class, we will begin with a roundtable response discussion. The discussion will begin with a question or topic related to the assigned reading or PPT notes. 
· Reflective Journal: 100 points each                                                                          Students will create a reflective journal after each class. This is an opportunity for you to record your thoughts and reflections on what you have learned about ASL linguistics. Your journal should include the following: 
· Introduction
· Reflect upon what you learned/realized/were impacted by specifically in relation to the recent class’s group discussions, assigned reading(s), and/or PPT notes.
· Summarize how you might see yourself applying the concepts to your current and/or future classroom experience.
· Conclusion.
		
· Book Review 200 points 							                Select a book from the list below and write a review. It is expected that you demonstrate the correct use of English grammar and spelling. Clarity of thought is also expected. Your review must be 3-4 pages include Times New Roman font, Double-spaced, 
Include the following:
1)	Introduction: Write a statement giving essential information about the book such as title, author, copyright date, price, and ISBN.
2)	Relationship Establishment:
a) What type of book is this? Is it a documentary, write-up of primary research, etc?
b) Who is the author? What is his/her approach to the topic (as a historian or researcher?)
c) What is the main topic or issue presented in the book? What is the author’s purpose in writing the book?
3)	Book Evaluation:
	Students will choose a book and write a summary 
a)	How clearly is the book written?
b)	Did the author achieve his/her goal? How did he/she do this or fall short?
c)	What are the author’s most important points? List at least two examples of how the author proved or did not prove points he/she was trying to make.
d)	What possibilities does the book suggest for the reader?
e)	What did the book leave out?
f)	What personal experiences do you have relating to the subject?
g)	What did you like best about the book? What did you like least about the book?
         Conclusion:  Provide a concise comment on the book and if you would recommend it. 






Below is a list of books that you can use to select one for your book review. If you find a book that is not on the list and wish to use it, please see your instructor for approval.

Armstrong, D. F. (2002). Original signs: Gesture, sign, and the sources of language. Washington, DC: Gallaudet University Press.

Baynton, D. C. (1998). Forbidden signs: American culture and the campaign against sign language. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press.

  Cook, V. (2013). Second language learning and language teaching. Routledge.

Dively, V., Metzger, M., Taub, S., & Baer, A. M. (Eds.). (2001). Signed languages: Discoveries from international research. Washington, DC: Gallaudet University Press.

Emmorey, K. (2002).  Language, cognition, and the brain:  Insights from sign language research. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

Emmorey, K., & Lane, H. L. (Eds.).  (2000).  The signs of language revisited:  An anthology in honor of Ursula Bellugi and Edward Klima. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

Fox, M.  (2008).  Talking hands: What sign language reveals about the mind. New York: Simon & Schuster

Hoza, J. (2007). It’s not what you sign, it’s how you sign it: Politeness in American Sign Language. Washington, DC: Gallaudet University Press.

Klima, E., & Bellugi, U. (1988). The signs of language. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

Liddell, S.K.  (2003).  Grammar, gesture, and meaning in American Sign Language. New York: Cambridge University Press.

Lillo-Martin, D.  C.  (1991).   Universal   grammar and American Sign Language: Setting the null argument parameters. Norwell, MA: Kluwer Academic Publishers.

Lucas, C.  (Ed.).  (1998).  Pinky extension and eye gaze: Language use in deaf communities.  Washington, DC: Gallaudet University Press.

Lucas, C. (Ed.). (2002). The sociolinguistics of sign languages. New York: Cambridge University Press.

Lucas, C., Bayley, R., & Valli, C. (2001). Sociolinguistic variation in American Sign Language. Washington, DC: Gallaudet University Press.

Lucas, C., Bayley, R., & Valli, C. (2003). What’s your sign for pizza? An introduction to variation in American Sign Language. Washington, DC: Gallaudet University Press.

Lucas, C., & Valli, C. (1992). Language contact in the American deaf community. San Diego, CA: Academic Press Inc.

Maher, J. (1996). Seeing language in sign: The work of William C. Stokoe. Washington, DC: Gallaudet University Press 

Marschark, M., Siple, P., Lillo-Martin, D., Campbell, R., & Everhart, V. S. (1997).  Relations of language and thought: The view from sign language and deaf children. New York: Oxford University Press.

Neidle, C., Kegl, J., MacLaughlin, D., Bahan, B., & Lee, R. G. (1999). The syntax of American Sign Language: Functional categories and hierarchical structure. Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press.

Neisser, A. (1990). The other side of silence: Sign language and the deaf community in America. Washington, DC: Gallaudet University Press.

Quinto-Pozos, D. (Ed.). (2007). Sign languages in contact. Washington, DC: Gallaudet University Press.

Schein, J.  D., & Stewart, D.  A.  (1995).  Language in motion:  Exploring the nature of  sign.          Washington, DC: Gallaudet University Press.

Stokoe, W.  C.  (1978) Sign Language Structure: The first linguistic analysis of American Sign Language. Burtonsville, MD: Linstok Press.

Stokoe, W. C. (2001). Language in hand: Why Sign Before Speech. Washington, DC: Gallaudet University Press.

Taub, S. F. (2010).  Language from the body:  Iconicity and metaphor in American Sign Language.  New York: Cambridge University Press.

Wilcox, S., & Wilcox, P. P. (1997). Learning to see: Teaching American Sign as a Second    Language












	Class
	Date
	Topic

	1
	Aug 26
	Overview of class expectations, Introduction to Language & Communication   

	2
	Sept 9
	Comparing and contrasting the status of ASL and English as Languages

	3
	Sept 23
	Phonology and Phonological processes and instruction in ASL and English Morphology and the creation of new words in ASL and English: affixation and derivation and compound formation. Morphological processes in ASL and English: fingerspelling, lexicalization, and numeral incorporation

	4
	Oct 14  
	Syntax: Lexical categories, sentence structures, basic sentence types,                       Non-manual signals                                                                                                                   Semantics:  meaning and reference                                                                 Pragmatics: Discourse, narratives, and Registers

	5
	Oct 21
	Midterm Exam

	6
	Oct 28
	ASL & English in the classroom: fingerspelling & English Orthography                Basic principles of first and second language acquisition

	7
	Nov 18
	Bilingual Education and Instruction of Deaf students

	8
	Dec 2
	Final Exam
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